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0. The page

My computer screen is too small - it doesn't hold a page. Maybe this shouldn't matter, but it

,""*i to. Maybe before personal computers I just got used t-o t-ravinq a Pagg to work on' I don't

know. But I've been word-processing for several yeits t o*. I should be used to it. But I still miss

having a page. I'm jealous^of my friEnds and colieagues with portrait-size screens, though I don't

envy them lugging them around. I want my Page.

As a linguist interested in genre, I'm also worried about the page' Most of the texts my

colleagues u"rd I h^u" been devetping genre theory a1ou1d fit snugly into a PaSe @.g.Hasr,n7977,

7g7g,\g84,1985, Martin 1985, Venioli tq8g, 1984,198n. Sometimes they are a little longer, but by

choosing a smaller font we can squeeze them into a page. But what kind of a genre theory is this?

Life is fiU of texts that are longei than a page. I'm surrounded by them. But when I sit down to

work I still want mY Page.

These worries may not be unrelated. Is there then something natural about the page? Is the

page more than a conveniently sized.piece of paper, design{ b_y printers and publishers to suit

ih"'i. ".,t".prise? Is the page a unit of-meaning in our culh-rre? Is it after all quite natural for the

texts we'vebeen working on to sit comfortably on a single page?

In this paper an attempt will be made to theorize an answer to these concerns. It will be

suggested itrit ttr" genres systemic linguists have been studying intensively do have integrity,

".ri"thut a model of-ionger texts can be provided by srudying the ways in which these 'elemental'

genres are combined inlo what will be termed here macro-genres. It will also be suggested that

Iystemic grammar provides a rich model for theorizing the ways in which more elemental genres

are combined.

1. A genre on a Page

By way of il lustrating the problem rasied above, consider text 1. Generically, this text is a

historical iecount (see Eggins et a\.7987 /7993, Disadvantaged Schools Program 1991). Its function

is to generalise across i set of experiences as they have evolved through time, in this case the

histof of international whaling. From an ideational perspective, this genre is organised around

three stages: Orientation, Record and Re-orientarion (see Plum 1988). This part-whole structure

is represented as a constituency diagram in Fig. 1.
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