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Negotiating difference: Ideology and reconciliation
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, which then ground her interpretation - including

‘Tommy Vincent told Lord Vestey: “You can keep your gold. We
igenous voice

Lotta Vestey mob and Welfare came up, trying to get them back.
just want our land back.” (Rose 1991: 228-229)

‘You can get your money’.
‘No, we don’t worry for money.’

‘How you going to get a feed?’
‘Lotta feed in the bush.’ ...
In a few words Hobbles Danayarri captured the resistance which had re-

the very goods he is told he cannot do without are those which have been
mained covert for so long:

dependence on Europeans because they will not be able to get along
denied for so many decades:

without European goods.
In refusing, Tommy Vincent invokes remembrance as the key to independ-

European officials tefling striking Aborigines that they must return to
ence. His words are laden with sarcasm;

sation, story, words, letter; told, telling, refusing, told) project the

Technically speaking Rose’s metasemiotic nouns and verbs (conver-

Ind

both her abstractions (e.g. remembrance as the key to independence)
and evaluations (e.g. delicious unmasking of hypocrisy). Commentary

of this kind verges at times on literary criticism, adding value to the
Indigenous voice in ways that mainstream readers have been

schooled to appreciate. Here are some further examples of Rose’s
interpretations of quoted material from her chapter on the Wave Hill
strike — with ‘projecting” nouns and verbs in italics — (see also Figure

3 next page)
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.. His aim, as Riley
.7 (226)

explains it, was to enlist union backing for a strike which would radically

.7 (226)
alter Aboriginal people’s lives materially with respect to land. “..

(230)
Jack Doolan was a Welfare Officer before and during the strike. He de-

Big Mick has never gone in for modesty, false or otherwise. He described
his role in the strike in a /letrer he sent to Bob Hawke and Clyde Holding in

Hobbles spoke of Sandy Moray working on behalf of Aborigines, and Riley
Young spoke of him travelling south and establishing contacts with unions;

Riley’s story appears to date from about 1950: .
Riley told what Sandy Moray used to tell the unionists..

1984: ..

.7 (233-234)

scribed the VRD mob this way: “.
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