REPORT OF SYSTEMIC FUNCTIONAL LINGUISTICS ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIA CONFERENCE AUGUST 2-8 2004

Preamble

The Systemic Functional Linguistics Association of Nigeria (SYSFLAN) was formed in 1998 by a group of budding systemicists in the Faculty of Arts, Ahmadu Bello University, (ABU) Zaria. The formation of the association was intended to further the frontiers of interest in the Systemic Functional Linguistics. The association was also intended to be a platform where academics with interest in SFL could meet and engage in fruitful intellectual interaction.

 One of the means by which the goals of the association were to be realized was through the organization of workshops and conferences which would serve as avenues whereby members could broaden their knowledge of SFLand apply this knowledge to their varied disciplinary concerns.  In 1999 SYSFLAN organised a training workshop for members in the Zaria area and followed –up in 2002 with a conference.  Members too have also been taking advantage of international conference, sponsored by the International Systemic Functional Linguistics Association ISFLA.


At one of such international congresses in Liverpool, UK, the tone for the hosting of an international Systemic Functional Linguistics Conference in Nigeria was set. Follow ups were made at Lucknow India in 2003. However, logistic hitches delayed the realization of the plan, efforts continued to be directed, mainly by ASFLA and ISFLA at convincing renowned  international scholars in the field to attend   the Nigerian conference in the summer of 2004. Invariably, only Chris Nesbitt of the University of Technology Sydney Australia and Ernest Akerejola of Macquarie University; Sydney Australia could  attend.

OPENING CEREMONY

Chris Nesbitt, the plenary speaker at the conference arrived early for the opening ceremony on August  2nd at the Assembly Hall of the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria Nigeria.  The colourful ceremony attended by the principal Officers of the University and other Institutions of higher learning set the tone for the commencement of the conference. The vice chancellor of ABU, Prof. S.U. Abdullahi expressed gratitude to organizers of the conference, ISFLA, ASFLA and especially the international guests for their efforts and pledged the readiness of ABU to ensure the success of the conference. He urged Chris Nesbitt and other participants to facilitate collaboration between ABU  and their respective institutions  Prof. Chris Nebitt thereafter gave his lead paper.

ATTENDANCE

A total of one hundred and thirty six (136) participants drawn from sixteen institutions of higher learning attended the conference and the teaching workshop. Thirty six papers convering all the thematic areas of the conference were presented in parallel sessions. English and French were the languages of presentation.

AGM

The Annual General meeting of the Association was convened on Thursday 5th August to review its activities in the past one year. The meeting received briefing from the chairman on activities leading to the 2004 conference, the roles played by Mr. Ernest Akerejola, ASFLA and ISFLA in making the conference a reality.

The Chairman invited members to discuss the future of the Association in terms of the following:

(a) The Secretariat and its EXCO members

(b) The conference proceedings

(c) Future conferences

(d) A Newsletter for the Association

(e) Membership

Members were unanimous in their agreement that the EXCO as presently constituted should be retained until such a time that the Association would be strong enough to afford rotation of its secretariat among the branches. To achieve this in the short term, delegates were enjoined to establish virile branch networks in their respective institutions.

Members agreed that papers presented at the conference should be published in the proceedings of the conference.  A Steering Committee made up of eight members was set up to midwife the Journal of the Association. The members are:

Dr. 
Abdulrasheed Abubakar (Bayero University  Kano)

Dr. 
Babatunde, S.T. (University of Ilorin)

Prof. 
Nwogu Kevin (Nassarawa State University)

Dr. 
Surakat, T.Y. ( ABU.,Zaria)

Dr.
Ibileye G.S. (ABU.,Zaria)

Ms.
Jatau, Phebe (ABU.,Zaria)

Mr. 
Fiki-George (ABU.,Zaria)

Dr.
(Mrs) Leleji
(ABU.,Zaria)

The committee is to meet in Kano in the last week of November 2004 to consider the papers and decide on other formalities for their publication

Summer 2005 was agreed on for the next conference at ABU Zaria. 

At formal discussions with officials of the University, Prof. Chris Nesbitt and Mr. Ernest Akerejola received commendation for agreeing to attend the conference and to facilitate the teaching workshop. The vice Chancellor, through the Head of Department of English, Dr. A.A. Joshua further called on Prof. Chris Nesbitt to facilitate working relationship between ABU Zaria and the University of Technology, Sydney Australia in the areas of staff exchanges and in other forms of mutually rewarding academic partnerships. 

In view of this, the Guest lecturer promised to enter into discussions with his institution on the possibility of partnership with ABU Zaria. He also agreed to write some copies of useful CD materials for staff and students. This and his discussion with the Department of English led to the extension of his stay till Wednesday August 11th.

MISCELANCEOUS

Prof. Chris Nesbittt donated books and other useful materials to the Association.  Copies of these have been sent to branches and to the Departments of English  and French ABU Zaria.

Gbenga Ibileye

Chair, LOC SYSFLAN 2004

Department of English,

Ahmadu Bello University,

Zaria
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