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For those who are interested in SFL development in China, please refer to my brief report to the committee written in 2002 after the Liverpool congress, or to Huang Guowen’s “Hallidayan linguistics in China” (World Englishes, 2002, 281 - 90) or to the paper “The development of systemic-functional linguistics in China” written by Zhang et al in Continuing Discourse on Language (eds. Hasan, Mattiessen and Webster, 2005) dedicated to the 80th birthday of Halliday. Following is a reiteration of several points in the above writings.

Conferences:

The influences of Hallidayan linguistics have been expanding in China ever since 1989 when the first SFL conference was held in Peking University. From then on, every other year the SF linguists gather either for the FL conference or DA conference, the majority pf whose participants mainly adopt the SFL approach. Up to now, eight FL and eight DA conferences have been held. The subsequent FL conferences were held in Suzhou University (1991), Hangzhou University (1993), Peking University (1995, together with the 22nd ISFC), Chongqing University (1997), Fudan University (1999), Northeast Normal University (2001) and Yanshan University (2003). The first DA Conference was held in Hangzhou University in 1990, the following ones in Hangzhou University (1992), Luoyang PLA Foreign Languages Institute (1994), Southwest Normal University (1996), Macau University (in 1997, sponsored jointly with Tsinghua University), Sun Yat-sen (Zhongshan) University (1999), Xiangtan Teachers’ Institute (2000), Suzhou University (2002) and Shandong University (2004). October 8th – 10th of 2005 will witness the convention of the Ninth National FL Conference to be held at Henan University in Kaifeng, Henan Province, one of the ancient capitals in China. Shaoxing University, Zhejiang in Zhejiang Province will hold the next DA conference in October, 2006.

Courses and Lectures:
For the expansion of this linguistics school in China, Chinese SF linguists have been actively involved in spreading the basic ideas and theories of SFL in different institutions located in different places in China. Several universities such as Peking University, Tsinghua University, Fudan University, Sun Yat-sen University, Xiamen University, 
Ocean University of China, Beijing Normal University have been teaching the course “Introduction to Systemic-Functional Linguistics” since the beginning of the1990’s and all of them are training PhD students. Some institutions have put a great effort in organizing either SFL Summer Institute or SFL weeks. Halliday, Hasan, Berry and Ventola were invited to give a three-week lecture in the Summer SFL Institute in Tsinghua University in 1995. Over 130 participants coming from ten countries and regions attended the institute. The successful summer institute promoted a great deal the development of SFL in China. Since 2001, four Systemics Weeks have been held to train young SF linguists and scholars, the first two (2001, 2002) at Sun Yat-sen University, with following meetings co-hosted in 2003 by Sun Yat-sen University with the City University of Hong Kong, and in 2004 with Xiamen University. Each week has attracted over 100 participants, mostly MA and PhD students, from more than 10 universities in China. The Fifth Systemics Week will be held at Henan University before the Ninth National FL conference in 2005. 

Association and its impact:

China Functional Linguistics Association was founded in July, 1995, including SFL linguists, a Jesperson researcher, a Prague School researcher, a van Dijk researcher, and a Stratificational linguist. Former Chair: Hu Zhanglin, and the present Chair: Huang Guowen with Ren Shaozeng (Zejiang University), Zhu Yongsheng (Fudan University), Fang Yan (Tsinghua University), Yang Zhong (Northest Normal University) and Zhang Delu (Ocean University of China) as vice-chairs.

The SFL team has seen a greater growth since the founding of the association. With the leadership of its former chair Hu Zhanglin and of Huang Guowen since 2003, there has created a healthy and friendly atmosphere among the SFL participants and scholars of other functional schools, which is a favorite environment for expanding its impact in China. Now the registered membership of the organization has reached over one hundred, the association being one of the largest linguistic associations in China. SFL influences have spread to several metropolitan cities (Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Chongqing and Hongkong) and over 10 provinces (Jiangsu, Guangdong, Fujian, Shandong, Sichuan, Hebei, Henan, Hunan, Jilin, Jiangxi, Zejiang, Gansu, Guangxi, etc.). Huang has set up a website in Sun Yat-sen University: www.LanguageRA.com, which has further promoted the exchanges among Chinese scholars and also between Chinese SF linguists and international SF scholars. When the Chinese SF linguists are striding forward, they will always remember the care and the guidance coming directly from Professor Halliday himself. That he has been back to China for about 10 times is only one example. Three times he lectured in Beijing and Guangzhou, the longest time for about three months. Due to many reasons (See Huang, ibid.), now “research on Hallidayan linguistics has been one of the dominant research interests and trends in China. In contrast to the situation in many other parts of the world, Halliday’s popularity outstrips Noam Chomsky and all other linguists”.
Publications:

In the past five years, apart from over 20 books and proceedings devoted to SFL, 10 representative Chinese scholars have written at least over 150 articles published in seven major Chinese linguistics or language journals, dealing with topics covering various theoretical and practical aspects of SFL, FL & Stylistics, FL and DA, FL and translation, SFL and Chinese language, Jesperson’s grammar, Lamb’s grammar, Chafe grammar, Charles Fries’ theory, FL and pragmatics, functional metabolism, etc. The SF scholars in China are working hard to keep track of the new developments in SFL. A number of recently published papers may testify to their efforts in studying and applying the Appraisal System theory, including studies in PDA Besides, there seems to be a tendency to integrate FS with other strains of functionalism, for instance, Cognitive Grammar.

